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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Air.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1969, 
during  which  year  the  health  of  the  district  has  remained  good  with 
no  major  outbreak  of  disease  other  than  the  influenza  epidemic  which 
commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  disrupted  the  Christmas 
holidays,  both  for  the  sufferer  and  family  doctor  alike. 

In  June  the  Royal  Commission  on  Local  Government  in  England 
report  was  published  and  in  consequence  aggravated  the  heated  discus¬ 
sions  on  the  future  of  the  health  and  welfare  services  of  this  country 
already  started  by  the  publication  a  year  previously  of  the  Green 
Paper  (Mark  I)  on  the  Administration  and  Structure  of  the  Aledical 
and  Related  Services  in  England  and  Wales  and  the  Report  on  the 
Local  Authority  and  Allied  Personal  Services.  This  period  of 
uncertainty  as  to  the  future  is  most  unsettling  for  all  the  staff  con¬ 
cerned  who,  despite  their  anxieties,  have  carried  out  their  duties 
magnificently  during  the  year. 

The  Housing  Act,  1969,  has  involved  the  health  inspectorate  in 
more  work  answering  queries,  giving  advice  and  reporting  on  the 
proposed  improvements.  By  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the  major 
airlines  had  occupied  their  offices  at  the  new  cargo  terminal  of  London 
Airport  and  the  health  inspectors  became  responsible  for  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  all  food  imported  into  this  country  through  Heathrow. 

The  birthrate  in  the  district  continues  to  decline  whilst  the  popula¬ 
tion  increased  by  420  to  56,190.  The  pattern  of  the  causes  of  death 
remained  much  the  same  except  for  three  notable  increases,  malignant 
disease  of  the  lung,  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  suicide. 

Death  from  malignant  disease  of  the  lung  has  increased  from  20  in 
1968  to  35  in  1969.  Its  incidence  is  directly  related  to  cigarette 
smoking  and  therefore  preventable  if  cigarette  smoking  is  avoided. 
This  fact  has  been  given  full  health  education  coverage  through  the 
year  by  pamphlets,  posters,  lectures  in  schools  and  anti-smoking 
clinics,  but  the  response  is  slow  and  the  incidence  of  death  from  lung 
cancer  continues  to  rise. 

Deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  are  certain  to  escalate,  despite 
the  valiant  efforts  of  the  Road  Safety  Committee,  as  roads  and  motor¬ 
ways  fail  to  accommodate  adequately  the  ever  increasing  traffic. 
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Whilst  the  suicide  incidence  has  increased  from  3  in  1968  to  10  in 

1969,  this  must  be  considered  against  a  background  of  the  incidence 
of  depression,  a  disease  which  is  rapidly  increasing  throughout  the 
country  despite  improved  treatment  and  the  Welfare  State.  From  this 
pool  of  disease  many  potential  suicides  are  helped  and  supported  by 
the  family  doctor,  the  mental  health  service  and  the  Samaritans,  but 
not  one  of  the  1969  suicides  was  known  to  the  mental  health  service 
and  could  hence  have  perhaps  been  prevented. 

The  escape  of  gas  from  a  greenhouse  treated  with  a  soil  fumigant, 
Chloropicrin,  during  a  still  night  in  November,  caused  an  incident 
when  some  20  families  were  evacuated  from  the  immediate  area  and 
12  people  treated  in  hospital.  No  residual  effects  were  noted  and  sub¬ 
sequently  a  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Working  Party  was  set  up  to  devise 
a  code  of  practice  to  regulate  the  use  of  Chloropicrin  in  this  country. 

The  notification  of  infectious  diseases  continued  to  decline  except 
for  food  poisoning  which  is  detailed  elsewhere  in  the  report.  Of  the 
cases  notified,  2  cases  of  food  poisoning,  the  case  of  typhoid,  the  case 
of  paratyphoid,  1  case  of  dysentery  and  the  case  of  malaria  were  all 
contracted  abroad,  in  most  instances  by  people  on  their  annual  holiday. 
It  is  essential,  therefore,  that  those  planning  to  travel  outside  this 
country  should  be  fully  briefed  on  the  health  risks  involved  and  the 
hygienic  precautions  to  be  taken,  and  where  appropriate,  be  immunised 
against  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever.  If  travelling  to  malarial  areas 
prophylactic  chemotherapy  should  be  initiated  before  departure. 
Under  the  International  Sanitary  Regulations,  of  course,  valid  certi¬ 
ficates  of  vaccination  against  cholera,  yellow  fever  and  smallpox  are 
required  of  travellers  to  or  from  certain  countries.  However,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  travel  may  expose  one  to  infections  already 
controlled  in  this  country  and  immunisation  should  be  up  to  date 
against  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis,  tetanus  and  tuberculosis,  especially 
in  young  people. 

The  attachment  of  nursing  and  health  visiting  staff  to  family  doctors 
and  group  practice  was  completed  during  the  year.  Discussions  were 
held  with  family  doctors  concerning  the  replacement  of  the  Staines 
Clinic  by  a  purpose  built  health  centre  on  the  Knowle  Green  site  and 
this  now  seems  a  viable  proposition  which  is  scheduled  for  1970/71; 
the  alterations  to  convert  the  existing  clinic  in  Stanwell  to  a  full  Health 
Centre  with  three  family  doctors  should  commence  in  the  middle  of 

1970. 

The  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  Mass 
X-Ray  unit  spent  two  weeks  in  the  district  plus  one  special  session  for 
the  older  people  of  St.  Martin’s  Court.  4,000  people  were  X-rayed 
and  two  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  malignant  disease 
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of  the  lung  were  discovered.  An  early  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
in  a  child  was  subsequently  found  in  the  follow  up  contact  tracing. 

In  acknowledgement  of  all  the  helpful  advice  and  support  so  freely 
given  by  the  officers  and  members  of  the  statutory  and  voluntary 
services  of  the  district,  I  should  like  to  extend  my  heartfelt  thanks. 
I  am  again  much  indebted  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Office,  especially 
Mr.  J.  Mullin,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Miss  L.  M.  Perry¬ 
man,  Chief  Clerk,  for  their  co-operation  and  loyalty  during  the  year, 
and  would  record  my  deep  appreciation. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  CRAIG. 
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General  Statistics 


Area — 8,271  acres. 

Population  (estimated  mid-1969)  ...  ...  ...  56,610 

Number  of  houses,  bungalows  and  flats  at  1.4.69  ...  17,765 

Rateable  value  at  1.4.69  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £3,516,733 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  1st  April,  1969  ...  £15,750 

Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  445  416  861 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  27  25  52 


472  441  913 


Live  Birth  Rate  (per  thousand  population)  ...  ...  16.1 

Comparability  factor  is  0.89  giving  adjusted  birth  rate 

of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.3 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  16.3 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  6.0 

Still  Births  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  7  5  12 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  1  —  1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  ...  ...  14 

Still  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  13 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  926 

Deaths  Male  ...  ...  249 

Female  . . .  245 
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Death  Rate  (per  thousand  population)  ...  ...  ...  8.7 

Comparability  factor  is  1.28,  giving  adjusted  death  rate 

of  .  11.1 

Death  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.9 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  thousand  live  births)  ...  ...  19 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  18 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  20 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  14 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  13 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  27 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  — 
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Causes  of  Deaths  1969 


Disease  Male 

Other  Tuberculosis,  including  late  effects  ...  ...  1 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  ...  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ...  ...  4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  ...  ...  ...  4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ...  ...  26 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ...  ...  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ...  ...  ...  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  ...  ...  ...  2 

Luekaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  malignant  Neoplasms  ...  ...  ...  16 

Diabetes  Mellitus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.,  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc.  ...  ...  4 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  — 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  .  9 

Cerebrovascular  JJisease  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ...  ...  6 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ...  ...  ...  23 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  3 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  diseases  of  Digestive  System  ...  ...  3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System  ...  ...  1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Anomalies  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  ...  ...  2 

Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions  ...  ...  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

All  other  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries  ...  ...  ...  5 

All  other  external  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 


Under 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24  25  & 

1  yr. 

yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs.  over 

Total 

Scarlet 

Fever  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

1 

—  1 

9 

Whooping 

Cough  1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

—  — 

5 

Measles  7 

29 

25 

23 

26 

64 

1 

3  2 

180 

Infective 

Jaundice 

_______  i  1  2 


Acute 

Meningitis 

________  i  1 


Food  Poisoning 

Under  5-14 

5  yrs.  yrs. 

3  1 

15-44 

yrs. 

7 

45-64 

yrs. 

2 

65  & 
over 

Total 

13 

Typhoid  Fever 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

...  —  1 

1 

— - 

— 

2 

Malaria 

-  - 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Age 

Periods 

0—  1 
2—  4 
5—14 
15—24 
25—34 
35—44 
45—54 
55—64 
65—74 
75—84 


TUBERCULOSIS 

NOTIFICATIONS  DEATHS 

Pulrn.  Non-Pulm.  Pulm.  Non-Pulm. 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


1  — 


—  1 

—  1 

—  1 


1  — 


—  1 


—  3  1  —  11 
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Food  Poisoning 

There  were  13  cases  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 

Salmonella  litchfield 

A  case  of  Salmonellosis  was  notified  in  a  child  of  one  year.  There 
was  no  history  of  contact  or  eating  out  and  it  was  assumed  that  the 
illness  must  have  been  caused  by  something  imported  into  the  home. 
A  recent  purchase  of  terrapins  (small  water  tortoises)  gave  the  clue 
and  the  terrapin  droppings  and  water  were  cultured.  The  child's  stool 
was  also  cultured  and  was  eventually  found  to  give  salmonella  litch¬ 
field.  The  first  specimen  from  the  terrapins  proved  negative,  but 
following  dissection  of  the  terrapins  and  cultures  grown  from  their 
guts,  salmonella  litchfield  was  found.  Pet  shop  owners  were  notified 
and  agreed  to  distribute  hand-outs  to  the  public  warning  them  of  the 
hygienic  precautions  to  be  taken  in  handling  these  animals. 

Salmonella  typhi-murium 

A  husband  and  wife  and  their  four  children  from  this  area  attended 
a  party  held  at  a  house  in  Kingston.  After  the  occupants  of  the  house 
became  ill  with  food  poisoning  symptoms,  samples  of  ham  and  tongue 
left  over  from  the  party  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  and  found 
to  be  positive  for  salmonella  typhi-murium.  Two  of  the  children 
from  the  family  living  in  this  area  were  taken  ill  and  laboratory 
examination  confirmed  that  one  child  was  positive  for  salmonella 
typhi-murium. 

A  young  lady  was  notified  as  suffering  from  salmonella  typhi- 
murium.  The  onset  of  symptoms  apparently  followed  a  meal  in  a 
Chinese  restaurant  in  Colchester,  but  it  was  not  possible  to  get  any 
positive  identification. 

A  man  aged  25  developed  salmonella  typhi-murium  after  returning 
from  holiday  in  Minorca. 

Salmonella  half  a 

A  woman,  aged  26,  contracted  this  disease  in  Malta. 

Salmonella  virchow 

A  man  aged  55  was  ill  for  about  three  weeks,  and  it  was  first  thought 
that  he  had  colitis.  Finally  after  tests  in  hospital,  Salmonella  virchow 
was  found.  When  the  patient  was  discharged  from  hospital  he  still 
had  salmonella  present  in  his  stools,  but  finally  three  consecutive 
negative  stool  samples  were  obtained. 

Salmonella  enterididis 

A  man  aged  55  suffered  from  lassitude  and  diarrhoea  and  a  stool 
sample  gave  salmonella  enterididis.  No  real  possible  source  of  infec¬ 
tion  was  found. 
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A  young  man  aged  19  working  as  a  butcher’s  assistant  was  found 
to  be  suffering  from  salmonella  enterididis.  All  the  staff  of  the 
butcher’s  shop  and  all  members  of  the  family  gave  stool  samples,  but 
no  source  of  infection  or  other  cases  were  found. 

Food  poisoning,  cause  unknown 

Four  members  of  a  family  suffered  from  severe  symptoms  of  food 
poisoning.  This  may  have  been  due  to  eating  turkey  which  was  not 
sufficiently  cooked,  but  as  no  organisms  were  cultured  it  was  not 
possible  to  prove  this. 

Water 

Most  of  the  area  is  supplied  with  mains  water  by  the  South  West 
Suburban  Water  Company.  The  company’s  works  are  situated  on  the 
river  Thames  near  Staines  and  the  raw  water  is  taken  from  the  Thames 
and  pumped  direct  to  mains  after  rapid  filtration  and  purification. 
All  the  dwellings  in  the  area  are  provided  with  pipe  supplies  direct 
to  the  dwellings  and  there  are  no  dwellings  on  stand  pipe  supply.  It 
was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  on  any  form  of  contamination 
of  the  mains  water  and  the  supply  continues  to  be  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  in  quantity. 

Six  hundred  and  fifty-five  dwellings  in  the  Colnbrook  area  are 
supplied  by  the  Middle  Thames  Water  Board  and  24  dwellings  near 
Chertsey  Bridge  on  the  river  Thames  are  on  the  Woking  and  District 
Water  Company’s  mains.  Frequent  and  regular  chemical  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  samples  of  the  raw  and  treated  water  are  taken  by  the  water 
undertakers  and  check  samples  are  taken  from  time  to  time  by  this 
department.  All  the  samples  have  been  satisfactory  and  none  of  the 
water  contains  added  fluoride.  The  fluoride  content  of  the  South  West 
Suburban  water  and  Woking  water  is  normally  0.2  parts  per  million. 
The  water  supplied  to  the  Colnbrook  area  is  from  several  sources  and 
averages  0.3  parts  per  million  of  fluoride.  Agreement  of  all  the  local 
authorities  supplied  by  these  water  boards  is  still  awaited  on  the 
important  question  of  adding  fluoride  to  the  water  as  a  measure  to 
prevent  dental  decay.  It  is  a  pity  that  agreement  has  not  yet  been 
reached  on  this  most  valuable  preventive  measure. 

Sewerage 

The  area  has  an  adequate  sewerage  system.  The  sewage  is  treated 
at  the  Mogden  works  of  the  Greater  London  Council. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

This  service  has  been  improved  considerably  following  work 
study  and  reorganisation,  weekly  collections  have  been  maintained 
and  there  were  few  complaints  during  1969.  Disposal  of  refuse  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  by  incineration  at  the  Charlton  Plant,  which  since  the 
reorganisation  of  London  local  government  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Greater  London  Council. 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


The  year  1969  was  a  busy  one,  mainly  because  of  the  impact  of 
the  development  of  the  new  Cargo  Terminal  at  London  Airport.  The 
Public  Health  Inspectors  are  authorised  officers  under  the  Imported 
Food  Regulations,  1968,  and  while  most  of  the  inspection  of  imported 
foods  takes  place  during  the  day,  airlines  and  agents  at  the  terminal 
do  require  a  24-hour  service  and  this  has  been  provided.  The  Terminal 
was  opened  late  in  1968  and  came  into  operation  during  the  early 
part  of  1969  as  most  of  the  major  airlines  and  agents  occupied  their 
offices  and  warehouses.  The  two  major  freight  carriers,  as  might  be 
expected  since  London  is  their  home  base,  are  B.O.A.C.  and  B.E.A. 
These  airlines  have  adjacent  warehouses  with  a  fully  mechanised  and 
computerised  freight  handling  system,  and  these  were  completed  at 
the  end  of  1969.  Inspection  of  imported  food  has  provided  a  new 
interest,  since  many  new  and  exotic  foods  are  seen,  particularly  fruits 
and  vegetables  from  tropical  countries. 

As  the  figures  included  in  this  report  indicate,  the  Council’s  pro¬ 
gramme  of  demolition  of  unfit  houses  has  been  completed  and  there 
v/ill  now  be  only  the  occasional  unfit  house  to  be  dealt  with.  There  is, 
however,  some  scope  for  improvement  work  and  the  Housing  Act, 
1969,  which  came  into  force  in  August,  1969  does  provide  increased 
incentives  to  owners  of  dwellings  to  improve  and  repair  with  the  aid 
of  increased  grants.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to 
Qualification  Certificates,  owners  of  rent  controlled  properties  can,  if 
the  property  has  the  standard  amenities  such  as  bath,  hot  water  supply, 
etc.,  and  is  in  good  repair,  apply  for  a  Qualification  Certificate.  If 
this  is  granted,  the  tenancy  becomes  a  regulated  tenancy  and  the  Rent 
Officer  can  fix  a  new  rent  more  in  keeping  with  present  day  values. 
These  are  provisions  which  will  undoubtedly  encourage  improvement 
of  older  houses  and  in  time  should  put  an  end  to  the  disrepair  of  the 
older  rent  controlled  dwellings. 

The  department  continues  to  deal  with  applications  for  grant 
towards  the  cost  of  soundproofing  homes  against  aircraft  noise  as 
agents  for  the  British  Airports  Authority,  but  even  with  the  increased 
grant  of  60%  of  the  cost  with  a  maximum  of  £150  Os.  0d.,  this  has 
still  not  created  any  substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  applications 
for  grant.  During  1969,  213  grants  were  made  and  this  brings  the 
total  number  of  dwellings  soundproofed  with  the  aid  of  grant  since 
the  inception  of  the  scheme  to  467.  When  one  considers  these  figures 
in  relation  to  the  number  of  dwellings  that  are  eligibile  for  a  grant, 
namely  7,800,  it  is  evident  that  residents  are  still  not  prepared  to 
spend  money  on  soundproofing.  This  is  not  due  to  lack  of  publicity 
of  the  grants  available,  because  all  the  occupiers  of  the  dwellings 
eligible  have  been  heavily  canvassed  by  sales  representatives  of  several 
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specialist  double  glazing  firms  ever  since  the  scheme  came  into  opera¬ 
tion  in  1966.  To  obtain  a  grant  the  owner  or  occupier  of  a  dwelling 
in  the  Staines  or  Stan  well  wards  has  to  have  occupied  or  had  an 
interest  in  the  dwelling  on  January  1st  1966.  This  means  that  persons 
who  have  bought  a  dwelling  since  that  date  cannot  have  a  grant.  In 
my  view,  this  condition  should  be  changed  to  enable  any  occupier  or 
owner  of  a  dwelling  in  the  prescribed  areas  to  be  entitled  to  the  grant, 
even  if  he  came  to  live  in  an  area  affected  by  aircraft  noise  after 
January  1st,  1966. 

Noise  from  aircraft  continues  to  increase  with  the  growth  of  traffic 
at  London  Airport.  The  public  has  no  legal  remedy  against  this 
nuisance  and  since  London  Airport  is  a  fact  of  life  in  this  area,  I 
would  suggest  consideration  be  given  to  the  Board  of  Trade  meeting 
the  full  amount  (within  limits)  of  the  cost  of  soundproofing  the  homes 
of  those  living  in  the  worst  affected  areas.  The  value  of  soundproofing 
to  the  standard  of  the  British  Airports  Authority  specification  is 
sometimes  criticised,  but  from  discussions  with  householders  living 
near  runways  it  is  considered  to  be  of  benefit  and  particularly  worth¬ 
while  for  bedrooms. 

Under  the  Clean  Air  Acts,  1956/1968,  the  Council  has  continued 
making  Smoke  Control  Orders  and  a  table  elsewhere  in  this  report 
shows  the  progress  made.  It  is  anticipated  the  whole  area  will  be 
smoke  controlled  by  1972  and  it  is  pleasant  to  be  engaged  in  this 
worthwhile  job,  knowing  it  also  has  the  support  of  the  majority  of 
the  public. 

John  Mullin. 
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Summary  of  Inspections 


Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

919 

Improvement  Grants 

249 

Housing  Act,  1969  ... 

141 

Rent  Act,  1957 

17 

Overcrowding 

9 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  Sampling 

92 

Food  Premises 

2,298 

Food  Hawkers 

27 

Food  Inspections 

520 

London  Airport  Cargo  Terminal  ... 

667 

Pet  Animals  Act 

20 

Drainage  Works 

176 

Factories  Act,  1961  ... 

163 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  ... 

2,169 

Rodent  Control  (inspections  and  survey)  ... 

1,863 

Pest  Control  ... 

111 

Keeping  of  Animals  ... 

41 

Infectious  Diseases 

104 

Offensive  Trades 

145 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

111 

Public  Conveniences  ... 

50 

Pollution  of  streams  ... 

39 

Refuse  tips 

114 

Hairdressers  (Bye  Laws) 

38 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

741 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts 

178 

Labelling  of  Food  Orders 

246 

Miscellaneous 

278 

London  (Heathrow)  Airport,  Sound  proofing  Scheme 

359 

11,885 


Number  of  Notices  Served 

Informal 

Formal 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ... 

68 

5 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 

9 

— 

1963  (Notifications) 

4 

— 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

4 

5 

85 

10 
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Housing  Act,  1957 

Unfit  Houses  beyond  repair 
Details  of  houses  dealt  with  during  1969 


Closing  Orders  made  Section  17  ...  ...  ...  — 

Demolition  Orders  made  Section  18  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  demolished  following  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  4 

Parts  of  Buildings  Closed  Section  18  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  families  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  Clearance  Areas  represented  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  unfit  houses  included  in  Areas  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  persons  to  be  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  houses  demolished  by  Local  Authority  or 
Owners :  — 

(a)  Unfit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  families  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  Notices 

Housing  Act,  1957  Public  Health  Totals 

Sec.  9.  10.  16.  Acts 

Informed  Formal  Informal  Formal  Informal  Formal 

By  Owner  ...  —  1  74  1  74  2 

By  Local  Authority  —  1  —  — -  —  1 

Improvement  of  Dwellings 

There  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  applications  for  improve¬ 
ment  grants.  This  no  doubt  was  due  to  owners  awaiting  the  passing 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  because  of  the  increased  grants  to  be  made 
available  and  the  increase  in  rents  possible  under  this  new  legislation. 

The  Housing  Act,  1969,  came  into  force  during  August,  1969,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  applications  for  grants  started  to  come 
in  again. 


Standard  Grants 

No.  of  applications  approved 
No.  of  dwellings  improved  ... 
Total  amount  paid  in  grants  ... 
Average  grant  per  dwelling  ... 


16 

22 

£3,536  18  3 

£160  15  4 


15 


Discretionary  Grants 

No.  of  applications  approved  ...  ...  ...  2 

Amount  of  grant  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  £761  10  0 

Rent  Act,  1957,  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 

(a)  in  respect  of  some,  but  not  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  local  authority  ...  — 

Number  of  certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Applications  by  landlords  to  local  authority  for  cancellation  of 

certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  ...  — 

Decisions  by  local  authority  to  cancel  despite  tenants’  objections  — 
Certificates  cancelled  by  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  1 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 


The  following  caravan  sites  are  licensed. 


Residential 

Holiday 

Land  at  Penton  Hook,  Staines 

22 

— 

Harris’  Boatyard,  Laleham 

...  6 

18 

Caretaker  Sites 

4 

The  Council  has  provided  a  holiday  caravan  and  camping  site  at 
Laleham  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Thames.  This  site  is  open  from 
May  to  September  each  year  and  is  under  the  control  of  the  Camping 
Club  of  Great  Britain. 


Complaints 

Complaints  by  the  public  cover  a  wide  range  of  subjects  and  during 
the  year  462  complaints  were  dealt  with. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Bakehouses 

2 

18 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

16 

74 

Butchers 

28 

312 

Milk  Distribution  Depots 

1 

11 

Food  and  Drink  Manufacturers 

5 

14 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Fryers 

15 

143 

Food  Hawkers 

11 

27 

Grocers 

60 

182 

Greengrocers 

32 

154 

Public  Houses,  Clubs  and  Off  Licences 

71 

79 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ... 

44 

250 

School  Kitchens  and  Serveries 

12 

23 

London  Airport  Cargo  Terminal  ... 

14 

667 

Wholesalers 

10 

32 

Canteens 

20 

15 

Supermarkets 

8 

188 

Sweets  and  Confectionery  ... 

53 

79 

402 

2,268 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned 


Meat  at  retail  shops 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

Canned  meats 

Other  canned  foods 

Fish 

Fruit  and  vegetables 
Other  foods 


Total 


T  ons  Cwts.  Lbs. 

—  8  45 

—  —  18 

—  1  18 

—  2  10 

—  11  60 

3  15  35 

2  4  56 


7  2  18 
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London  Airport  Cargo  Terminal 
Imported  Food  Regulations,  1968 


Six  hundred  and  sixty-seven  visits  were  made  to  the  Cargo  Terminal 
to  inspect  imported  foods.  The  total  weight  of  food  examined  was 
3,540  tons.  Details  of  foods  surrendered  or  condemned  as  unfit  are 


appended. 


Fish 

Tons 

Cwts. 

3 

Lbs. 

42 

Fruit 

1 

9 

63 

Vegetables 

6 

18 

13 

Meat 

— 

4 

78 

Poultry 

— 

— 

40 

Frozen  Foods 

— 

4 

47 

Tinned  Foods 

— 

— 

15 

Total 

. . . 

9 

0 

74 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 
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Food  and  Drugs  Administration 

Samples  of  Foods  and  Drugs  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
examination. 

Number  of  Samples  Unsatisfactory  Reports  Legal 

Formal  Informal  Analysis  Labelling  Proceedings 

Instituted 

Food  —  97  2  8  — 

Drugs  —  10  —  —  — 

Labelling  of  Food  Orders 

Eight  samples  of  foods  were  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  not 
conforming  to  the  Orders  dealing  with  labelling  and  description  of 
foods.  These  included  pork  sausages,  pate,  cocktail  onions,  biscuits, 
orange  drink  and  kosher  frankfurters.  These  infringements  were 
taken  up  with  the  manufacturer  or  importer  of  the  product.  In  all 
cases  satisfactory  arrangements  were  made  for  the  labels  or  descrip¬ 
tions  to  be  altered  to  conform  to  the  legal  requirement  for  the  product. 


Bacteriological  Sampling 

Fifty-three  samples  of  various  foods  including  milk,  cream,  meat 
and  meat  products,  ice-cream  and  savoury  spreads  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  All 
were  reported  as  satisfactory. 


Bacteriological  Sampling  of  foods  imported  through 
London  Airport  Cargo  Terminal 

Eighteen  samples  of  meat  products  and  prepared  foods  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  detailed  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Central  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Colindale.  The  results  were  generally  satis¬ 
factory  and  in  no  case  were  organisms  of  the  salmonella  or  dysentery 
groups  or  coagulase-positive  staphylococci  found. 

Three  samples  of  vegetables  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  examination  for  pesticide  residues.  All  samples  gave  a  satisfactory 
analysis  for  this  purpose. 


Brucellosis 

Milk  is  supplied  to  the  area  by  large  dairies  distributing  milk  in 
the  Home  Counties.  All  of  this  milk  is  pasteurised  and  any  milk 
produced  on  dairy  farms  within  the  district  is  sent  to  large  dairies 
for  pasteurisation.  Sampling  for  brucellosis  was  therefore  not 
necessary. 
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Legal  Proceedings 


A  supermarket  was  fined  £10  and  ordered  to  pay  £10  10s.  costs  for 
the  sale  of  a  chocolate  roll  which  was  mouldy  and  found  to  be  three 
weeks  old  when  sold. 

A  firm  of  bakers  was  fined  £20  and  ordered  to  pay  £2  15s.  witness 
expenses  for  selling  through  a  local  retailer  apple  and  cream  cup 
cakes  which  were  not  of  the  quality  demanded.  The  cakes  were  found 
to  be  mouldy  when  opened. 

A  mouldy  veal  and  egg  pie  sold  to  a  local  housewife  resulted  in  a 
firm  of  bakers  being  fined  £10  with  £10  10s.  costs.  The  pie  was  seven 
days  old  when  sold  and  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

A  small  tin  loaf,  made  by  a  local  firm  of  bakers,  was  found  when 
cut  to  have  a  filter  tip  of  a  cigarette  embedded  in  it.  The  firm  was 
fined  £20  and  ordered  to  pay  £7  7s.  costs. 

A  month  old  “  Neapolitan  ”  cake  delivered  by  the  roundsman  of  a 
well-known  dairy  firm  resulted  in  the  firm  being  fined  £25  with 
£4  4s.  costs.  The  cake  tasted  “  soapy  ”  and  smelled  sour  and  was 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

A  sliced  loaf  bought  in  a  local  shop  contained  a  metal  screw.  The 
firm  of  confectioners  and  bakers  supplying  the  bread  was  fined  £10 
and  ordered  to  pay  £7  7s.  costs. 

A  local  shop  was  fined  £10  and  ordered  to  pay  £10  10s.  costs  for 
selling  a  loaf  which  was  found  to  be  six  days  old  when  sold.  The 
loaf  was  made  by  one  of  the  bakery  firms  and  was  unfit  for  human 
consumption  due  to  heavy  mould  growth. 


Clean  Air  Acts  1956/1968 

Progress  in  making  the  area  smokeless  was  continued  during  the 
year  and  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  9  came  into  operation  on  June  1st, 
1969,  while  Order  No.  10  was  confirmed  with  an  operative  date  of 
June  1st,  1970.  The  table  below  shows  the  progress  made  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Council’s  progressive  policy  in  this  field  and  completion 
of  the  programme  is  now  in  sight,  with  91.7%  of  the  dwellings  and 
90.9%  of  the  Council’s  area  now  included  in  confirmed  Smoke 
Control  areas. 


21 


Smoke  Control  Areas 


No. 

1 

Date  of 
operation 
1.12.60 

No. 

2 

1.12.62 

No. 

3 

1.6.63 

No. 

4 

1.7.64 

No. 

5 

1.7.65 

No. 

6 

1.6.66 

No. 

7 

1.7.67 

No. 

8 

1.6.68 

No. 

9 

1.6.69 

No. 

10 

1.6.70 

No. 

11 

1.6.71 

No.  of 

Acreage 

Dwellings 

covered 

2,495 

1,824 

878 

2,990 

1,415 

518 

424 

126 

1,703 

341 

2,500 

408 

1,020 

157 

1,218 

140 

1,467 

247 

1,722 

500 

1,450 

266 

16,292 

7,517 

Industrial  Smoke 

Dark  smoke — number  of  contraventions 
Notice  of  installation  of  furnaces  ... 

Height  of  chimneys 

Number  of  plans  showing  new  chimneys  . . . 
Number  approved 


10 

5 

2 

2 


Surrey  County  Council  Act,  1931 
Deposit  of  Refuse 

Section  94  of  this  Act  provides  powers  to  control  the  deposit  of 
refuse  on  land  within  the  Councihs  area.  Seven  consents  have  been 
issued,  these  are  all  for  the  back  filling  of  wet  gravel  pits,  under 
conditions  laid  down  in  the  consent.  Deposit  of  domestic  refuse  is 
prohibited,  but  at  one  pit  the  deposit  of  industrial  refuse  is  permitted. 
Generally  tipping  contractors  have  conformed  to  the  conditions,  but 
occasionally  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  enforcement  action  to  prevent 
nuisance  from  smell  from  the  water  in  the  pit. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 
Report  on  Inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  1969 

The  number  of  offices  registered  at  the  end  of  1969  has  increased 
and  will  increase  further  due  to  the  opening  of  the  new  Cargo  Terminal 
at  London  Heathrow  Airport.  The  Terminal  became  operative 
during  1969  as  Airline  Operators  and  Agents  began  to  occupy  their 
premises  and,  just  before  the  end  of  the  year,  registration  of  the  new 
premises  began.  The  warehouses  used  for  freight  handling  are  not 
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within  the  scope  of  this  Act  but  the  offices  are.  This  is  an  omission 
that  will,  no  doubt,  be  dealt  with  in  future  legislation. 

With  regard  to  the  request  from  the  Department  of  Employment 
and  Productivity  that  comment  might  be  made  on  inspection  arrange¬ 
ments  in  this  report,  the  Council’s  staff  of  five  Public  Health  Inspec¬ 
tors  continue  to  carry  out  the  duties  under  this  Act.  The  area  is 
divided  into  four  districts  for  the  purpose  of  Public  Health  Inspection 
and  each  Inspector  covers  this  Act  in  his  particular  area.  This  means 
the  Inspector  is  on  the  spot,  he  is  covering  a  relatively  small  area  and 
there  is  normally  no  difficulty  in  carrying  out  a  general  inspection 
under  this  Act  once  per  year  and  more  often  when  this  is  found  to  be 
necessary.  There  is  also  no  difficulty  in  the  Inspector  noticing  new 
offices  and  shops  which  require  to  be  registered,  premises  which 
become  vacant  or  changes  in  occupiers  or  the  type  of  business  carried 
on. 

All  visits  are  “  surprise  ”  visits  and  it  is  the  normal  practice  for  an 
Inspector  to  approach  the  manager  or  other  responsible  person  when 
he  calls  to  make  an  inspection.  Verbal  notice  of  an  infringement  would 
be  given  at  the  time  of  inspection  and  this  would  normally  be  followed 
by  written  notification.  Follow-up  visits  are  made  a  month  or  two 
after  notification  of  any  matters  needing  attention.  There  is  some 
advantage  in  carrying  out  inspections  during  the  winter  months  because 
the  Inspector  can  then  take  note  of  the  artificial  lighting  of  the 
premises  when  he  makes  his  general  inspection. 

In  this  area  infringements  are  of  a  minor  nature;  only  one  office  has 
been  found  to  be  overcrowded  since  the  Act  came  into  force  and  this 
was  in  the  process  of  being  remedied  by  the  building  of  new  offices. 
Artificial  lighting  in  store  rooms  and  passages  in  shops  and  offices 
needs  attention  to  ensure  that  it  is  kept  to  a  reasonable  standard.  The 
majority  of  accidents  were  of  a  minor  nature  but  there  is  a  continuing 
need  for  attention  to  accident  prevention. 

The  total  number  of  premises  on  the  register  was  675  with  108  new 
registrations  during  the  year.  570  registered  premises  received  a 
general  inspection  during  1969.  Four  notifications  of  non-complance 
with  the  various  provisions  of  the  Act  were  sent  and  these  were  fol¬ 
lowed  up  by  re-inspections  to  ensure  that  they  had  been  dealt  with. 
The  total  number  of  visits  for  all  purposes  was  741. 

Accidents 

10  accidents  involving  absence  from  work  for  more  than  three  days 
were  reported.  These  were  all  of  a  minor  nature  and  there  were  no 
fatal  accidents.  3  of  the  reported  accidents  were  investigated  and  an 
informal  warning  was  given  in  one  instance. 
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Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 

Offices 

100 

267 

162 

Retail  Shops 

7 

359 

359 

Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 

— 

11 

11 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens 

1 

38 

38 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals: 

108 

675 

570 
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Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section. 

Number  of 
Contraventions 
found 

Section. 

Number  of 
Contraventions 
found 

4 

Cleanliness 

6 

16 

Floors,  passages 

5 

Overcrowding 

and  stairs 

3 

6 

Temperature 

7 

17 

Fencing  exposed 

7 

Ventilation 

parts  machinery  - 

8 

Lighting 

1 

18 

Protection  of 

9 

Sanitary 

young  persons 

Conveniences 

3 

from  dangerous 

10 

Washing 

machinery 

Facilities 

6 

19 

Training  of 

11 

Supply  of 

young  persons 

Drinking 

at  dangerous 

Water 

machinery 

12 

Clothing  Accom- 

23 

Prohibition  of 

modation 

heavy  work 

13 

Sitting  facilities  - 

24 

First  Aid 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary 

General 

Workers) 

provisions 

3 

15 

Eating  facilities 

1 

Miscellaneous 

3 

Total  33 


Workplace 

Number 

Reported 

Total  No. 
Invest¬ 
igated 

Action  Recommended 

No  Action 

Prosecution 

Formal 

Warning 

Informal 

Advice 

ffices 

— 

— — 

— - 

— ■ 

— 

etail  Shops 

6 

2 

— - 

• — 

1 

1 

holesale 

Shops, 

'arehouses 

3 

1 

1 

atering  Estab¬ 
lishments 
open  to  public, 
Canteens 

1 

ael  Storage 
Depots 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Totals 

10 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 
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Analysis  of  reported  accidents. 


Offices 

Retail 

Shops 

Wholesale 

Ware¬ 

houses 

Catering 
establish¬ 
ments  open 
to  public, 
canteens 

Fuel 

Storage 

Depots 

Machinery 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Transport 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Falls  of  persons 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Stepping  on  or  striking 
against  object  or  person 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Handling  goods 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Struck  by  falling  object 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Fires  and  Explosions 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Electricity 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Use  of  hand  tools 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Not  otherwise  specified 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1961 


1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

289 

139 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  pre¬ 
mises) 

29 

19 

TOTAL  ... 

320 

163 

— 

— 
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2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Referred 

cases  in 
which 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l.)  . 

Overcrowding  (S  .2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp¬ 
erature  (S.3) 

_____ 

_____ 

_ 

. 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  . 

_____ 

- 

- 

..  . 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

■ 

_ 

____ 

___ 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

( b )  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

3 

- 

_ 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  ... 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

i 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Outwork) 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

OUTWORK 


Nature 
of  Work 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 

133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing 
apparel — 
Making,  etc. 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  local  authorities  to  licence  persons  keeping  a 
riding  establishment.  Before  issuing  a  licence  the  Authority  has  to 
be  satisfied  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  person  to  carry  on  this  type  of 
business  and  the  general  condition  of  the  stables  and  equipment  must 
be  of  a  reasonable  standard.  The  horses  are  inspected  for  condition 
and  suitability  for  their  purpose  by  the  Council’s  veterinary  officer 
before  the  granting  of  a  licence.  Horse  riding  has  become  very 
popular,  particularly  with  young  girls.  Three  establishments  were 
licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  Act  provides  that  no  person  shall  keep  a  boarding  establish¬ 
ment  for  animals  except  under  a  licence  granted  by  the  Council. 
Section  1  of  the  Act  prescribes  the  conditions  for  granting  a  licence. 
These  generally  have  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  animals  and  3 
premises  are  licensed.  These  premises  are  of  service  to  families  going 
on  holiday,  because  they  provide  a  home  for  their  dogs  or  cats  while 
they  are  away.  I  believe  demand  for  this  type  of  accommodation  is 
so  great  at  peak  holiday  periods  that  one  has  to  book  in  advance. 
Another  function  of  these  establishments,  in  view  of  the  proximity  of 
London  Airport,  is  as  quarantine  kennels  for  dogs  imported  through 
the  Airport, 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Most  of  the  infestations  by  rats  are  of  a  minor  nature.  The  principal 
sources  arise  from  pig  and  poultry  keeping  or  from  rats  nesting  along 
the  banks  of  the  river  Thames  and  ditches  and  streams.  It  is  the 
Council’s  policy  to  provide  a  free  service  for  the  eradication  of  rats 
and  mice  at  domestic  premises  and  a  small  charge  is  made  for  treat¬ 
ment  of  business  premises.  Most  of  the  authorities  use  the  services  of 
firms  specialising  in  pest  control,  as  do  the  airlines  having  warehouses 
at  London  Airport  Cargo  Terminal. 

A  test  baiting  showed  that  the  Council’s  sewers  are  only  lightly 
infested  by  rats  and  the  takes  of  bait  were  again  in  the  same  roads  as 
recorded  in  previous  years  and  in  the  older  parts  of  the  Staines 
sewerage  system.  Thirty-five  manholes  were  baited  with  zinc  phos¬ 
phide  and  there  were  five  takes  of  the  bait.  Some  resistance  by  mice 
to  the  use  of  Warfarin  as  a  rodenticide  was  noticed  and  the  bait  had 
to  be  changed  in  such  cases.  Details  of  the  infestation  by  rats  and 
mice  are  appended. 
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Type  of  Property 


Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

21,942 

49 

Total  number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  following  notification 

612 

10 

Number  infested  by 

(i)  rats  . 

374 

6 

(ii)  mice 

107 

4 

Total  number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  for  rats  and  mice  for 
reasons  other  than  notification 

1,251 

39 

Number  infested  by 
(i)  rats 

146 

1 

(ii)  mice 

9 

— 

Other  Pests 

During  the  summer  months,  there  is  a  demand  from  the  public  for 
the  extermination  of  bees  and  wasps  and  while  the  department  is 
always  willing  to  do  this  in  cases  where  there  is  annoyance,  or  pos¬ 
sibly  danger  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  dwelling,  I  think  it  wrong  to 
destroy  these  insects  indiscriminately.  In  the  case  of  complaints  of 
bees  swarming  or  hiving,  the  request  for  destruction  is  first  passed 
to  a  local  beekeeper  and  only  if  the  beekeeper  does  not  want,  or  cannot 
take  the  bees  is  extermination  by  the  Council  staff  considered,  and 
then  only  when  necessary.  Similar  considerations  apply  to  wasps, 
because  the  wasp  is  a  beneficial  insect  for  most  of  the  year,  but  the 
public  for  the  most  part  will  not  tolerate  wasps  near  a  dwelling.  Where, 
for  example,  wasps  are  nesting  in  an  air  brick  of  a  house  wall,  or  in 
the  roof  of  a  house,  then  the  nest  is  destroyed.  No  charge  is  made  for 
this  service,  although  destroying  a  wasps’  nest  with  the  insects  flying 
in  and  out  during  the  day  is  not  always  without  incident. 
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